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Looking back at my internship period, I think I have been in an exceptional spot. Due to 
the small size of the company, I was able to develop a lot of skills and do a lot of other 
tasks that were also relevant for me as a designer. 

First of all, further developing the luminaires after setting up and conducting a market 
research. I used research techniques from previous classes, which worked really well 
(User & Society). The decision for me to work directly at the metal factory has been 
of great value. I have been able to learn so much regarding engineering processes. 
Before starting at the metal factory I already downloaded the software they used, to start 
experimenting in the program, in order to speed up my learning curve in the software. 
I was guided through the software and in the end, I learned to work with 3D modelling 
software and actually see the designed parts get manufactured. Moreover, I have 
witnessed a design process from prototype to final design on its closest level. Being 
in the metal factory taught me how important it is to involve not only the users and 
designers of the product, but also the manufacturers, since they are the ones who will 
eventually determine how the product will be made. I will definitely use this experience 
in later design processes, and I am really thankful that I have been able to learn so much  
in the competency of Technology & Realization.

Second, my skills in visual design has helped Vitaallicht to communicate to its market. 
Most of the times, a small briefing of Maarten was enough for me to make something 
visual and along the progress, I came with suggestions that were often picked up and 
implemented in the design. My visual design skills were also relevant for rebranding 
Vitaallicht to Sparckel. It was really valuable to go through such a process, because the 
meetings with the marketing agency has taught me how they tackle such a process, 
to reposition a brand in the market. These processes helped my development in the 
competencies of Creativity & Society and Business & Entrepreneurship.

Furthermore, I have developed on a personal level. Apart from the main tasks I had, 
I also was present at or involved in certain confidential discussions regarding sales, 
contracts, and acquisition. This benefited me on a professional level, because I never 
before had experience with this. Because Maarten gave me great responsibility in 
certain processes, I was forced to be proactive. I learned for example basic skills on how 
to call and approach other companies, and how to get what you want from them solely 
through communication. Working in the different professional environments developed 
my Business & Entrepreneurship competency. 

Overall, my internship period has been a great success for me not only as a designer, 
but also for me on a professional and personal level. Therefore, I again want to thank 
everyone who has helped me develop during this period. 


